The A22 is a heavily trafficked route operating at high volumes throughout the day and night, with a significant proportion of large HGVs and articulated lorries. These vehicles generate substantial noise, vibration, and air pollution, making walking along the adjacent footways unpleasant and, at times, unsafe due to their size, speed, and proximity to pedestrians. Existing driver behaviour demonstrates poor compliance with speed limits, and extending the 30mph zone is unlikely to be effective without active enforcement measures, none of which are proposed in the application. There are already instances of vehicles mounting the pavement to bypass delays—particularly northbound after the bridge when vehicles turn right into Lagham Road, and where HGVs squeeze through the traffic island between Lagham Road and the Shell garage. 

These behaviours present clear safety hazards for pedestrians and vulnerable road users. The development would add further traffic to an already constrained and hazardous section of the A22, exacerbating risks and worsening environmental conditions. 

The application fails to demonstrate that these impacts have been properly assessed or mitigated, contrary to the NPPF requirement to ensure safe and suitable access for all users.
