The A22 is already operating at or beyond its effective capacity, with continuous high traffic volumes throughout the day. The pedestrian‑crossing island has been struck and demolished numerous times in recent years by heavy vehicles and speeding traffic, demonstrating an ongoing and well‑documented safety problem. This repeated damage indicates that current traffic conditions are already unsafe for pedestrians and that large vehicles struggle to navigate this section of the road without encroaching into pedestrian space. Any additional traffic generated by the proposed development would further increase these risks, exacerbating an already hazardous environment. 

The application does not provide evidence that these existing safety issues have been assessed or that appropriate mitigation will be delivered. As such, the proposal fails to meet the NPPF requirement to ensure safe and suitable access for all users
